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Our Story
In 2013, Will Bruck opened Visiting Angels Homecare
in Monroe, MI to make a difference. He left his career
as a Union Lineman with the Mission of “Providing
Liberty & Dignity Through Service”. Five months
later he deployed with the Army to Afghanistan.
Since then, Visiting Angels has grown into the largest
provider in Monroe County. In 2017, he & Tim
Welbaum (Veteran) opened an Office in Adrian, MI.
In 2018, Will acquired the Toledo, OH office. They
now serve Monroe, S. Wayne, Lenawee, Hillsdale,
Jackson, Wood & Lucas Counties, providing up to
24/7 in-home care & is also contracted by the VA to
care for disabled Veterans.
As a 26-year Army Vet, Will has 3 tours to Iraq and
Afghanistan; he received many awards including the
Combat Action Badge and 2 Bronze Star Medals. We
are proud to be Local, Involved & Veteran Owned.

Our reputation is second to none!
Call: 734-344-7331
www.visitingangels.com/monroemi

Offices in: Monroe; Adrian;
Toledo; Bowling Green

Welcome To The Merkle
Funeral Service Pre-Planning &
Bereavement Guide
Imagine a funeral home where all the guests are like family,
where you feel at ease, appreciated and like a friend.
Envision a funeral home that embraces funeral traditions
while meeting the needs of all generations. Picture a funeral
home that is large enough to serve families, yet is bright and
comfortable like home.
At Merkle Funeral Service, we treat you like family, not a
number, because this isn't just a business; this is our way of
life. Excellent service is so important to us; we put it in our
name.
Merkle Funeral Service can meet the needs of our families
with conveniences such as: a full service florist, professional
catering, valet parking and a warm familiar face to greet your
guests. We can also meet the needs of our community by
providing a comfortable, intimate place for functions such
as Bible studies, men's and women's gatherings and coffee
hours for socializing.
One doesn't need to imagine anymore. Merkle is "Monroe's
Premier Service Provider".
Merkle Funeral Service, North Monroe. Merkle Funeral Service, South Monroe.
2442 North Monroe Street,
14567 South Dixie Highway,
Monroe, Michigan 48162.
Monroe, Michigan 48161.
Phone: (734) 384-5185
Phone: (734) 241-7070
Merkle Funeral Service, Erie.
9156 Summit Street,
Erie, Michigan 48133.
Phone: (734) 848-5185

Merkle Funeral Service, Dundee
297 Tecumseh Street, Dundee,
Michigan 48131.
Phone: (734) 529-3156
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Our Heritage
North Monroe Location
On July 17, 2007, Merkle Funeral Service opened its doors
to serve families in Frenchtown Township, making it the first
new funeral business in the community in over 65 years. The
facility is located at the corner of North Monroe Street and
Santure Road. The funeral home's architecture has a look and
feel of a tastefully appointed home making its guests feel
comfortable and at ease.
We offer exclusive use of our facility to each family. Guests
experience a difference the moment they walk through the
front door. Cathedral ceilings and skylights let in natural light
welcoming visitors, as well as a corner sitting area with a
fireplace. Our family area provides a large lounge with bistro
tables for catching a quick snack and a full-size refrigerator to
hold the largest of meat trays. This area of the building is also
complimented by an outdoor patio, children's playroom, and
baby changing stations in both restrooms.
Merkle Funeral Service is also committed to a new
perspective in funeral service arranging, by offering a
Matthews-Aurora Merchandise Room displaying a corner
portion of each casket style instead of a complete unit.
This process is much less evasive to the bereaved. The
merchandise area also holds selections of burial and
cremation vaults, cremation urns, keepsakes and gifts, along
with casket customizing and personalization options.
North Monroe Location

Our location is the first in Monroe County to house a fullservice floral shop, Floral Expressions. Floral Expressions
serves general customers, as well as funeral service clients.

Erie Location
Merkle Funeral Service acquired the former Bennett Funeral
Home, located at 9156 Summit Street in Erie, Michigan on
November 15, 2009.
The Erie facility was originally built as a personal residence
around the turn of the twentieth century. It became a
funeral home in the 1950's. In 1965, Darrell and Jean Bennett,
purchased the facility then known as the Maurice Funeral
Home.
The facility has undergone many changes throughout the
years. The Bennett's added the current gathering area in the
1960's, and added the rear entrance and enclosed handicap
ramp in the 1980's.
In 2002, the facility saw more change, with a major
renovation and the addition of a handicap restroom. Since
our purchase in November 2009, many new and exciting
changes have taken place. We offer exclusive use to each
family. We have added a Matthews-Aurora Merchandise
Room, new technology including plasma screens, and the
ability to record services on DVD. In 2013, we remodeled the
lobby and entrance, adding a vaulted ceiling and skylights.
The outside also was updated with new roof, siding, and
windows. We hope to continue the modifications well into
the future, to give Erie and the rest of the South County
Community a facility to be proud of.
Erie Location
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The Outreach Centre At South Monroe
The Bennett Funeral Homes, Inc. began on May 15, 1965 by
Darrell Bennett and his wife Jean, when they purchased the
Maurice Funeral Homes. At that time, the Monroe Funeral
Home was located at 218 Washington Street in the City of
Monroe. In 1980, to better serve their families, the Bennett's
built a new state of the art facility in Monroe Township. This
facility today spans more than seventeen thousand square
feet, and is located at 14567 South Dixie Highway (M-125),
just South of Albain Road. The facility offers the choice of
two spacious gathering rooms, with the ability to host events
from 25-400 guests, making it the largest in the community.
Our Outreach Centre works well for hosting a plethora of
special events.
Merkle Funeral Service began assisting with operations in
November of 2012, and purchased the business and building
in August of 2013. The facility has gone through electrical,
heating and cooling, and audio-visual upgrades. It is being
redecorated from top to bottom, and had seen the addition
of a gift shop, along with much needed office and storage
space for the Merkle Funeral Service operation.
Merkle Funeral Service values each and every family we
serve. Since 2007, we have strived to give each family a
unique and individual experience. With community support,
we have grown from one location to three, and from eight
team members to thirty. Give us a chance, you will quickly
see why Merkle Funeral Service is Monroe County's premier
funeral service provider.
South Monroe Location

Dundee Location
On October 15, 2018, Merkle Funeral Service acquired the
former Cover Funeral Home in Dundee, Michigan. Robert and
Cheryl Cover, had operated the facility since purchasing it in
1984. Robert was extremely passionate about his community
and wanted to ensure that Dundee would always have a
funeral home. Bob and Cheryl Cover chose Brian and Tammy
Merkle of Monroe, to continue their legacy of dedication and
service to the Dundee Community!
The facility was originally constructed by Carl Kyper in the
1930's, as a separate funeral home building using an empty
lot on Tecumseh Street. The stand alone funeral home was
becoming common in large cities, although Carl wasn't sure
if the idea would catch on in small town America. He would
later sell the funeral home to another local man, Royal Fisher.
During World War II, Royal would add the casket room to the
building.
In 1961, O. Keith Buhl and his wife Ann came from Lansing,
Michigan, where they had been raised and purchased the
funeral home and ambulance business. They would add a
2000 square foot addition in 1970, doubling the size of the
facility.
With the addition of the Dundee location, Merkle Funeral
Service can conveniently serve all of Monroe County. We
are excited about upcoming renovations to modernize and
update the building.

Dundee Location
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About Us
Our dedicated and supportive team members are here to guide
you through this difficult journey. We take pride in doing our
absolute best to ensure your needs are met.

Our Mission
Merkle Funeral Service will provide superior service and
facilities, to care for the needs of each and every family we
serve.

Our Core Values
Show RESPECT for each other and our families.
Run our business with INTEGRITY.
Do the RIGHT THING each and every day.
Have / show / treat our families with EMPATHY.
Provide honest, exceptional guest satisfaction.
Be innovative and willing to change.
Be a force for good within our community.

Our Vision
Merkle Funeral Service will provide the utmost level of care, to
value a human with all reverence. We will direct funerals with
excellence, by honoring those we serve. We will be innovative
in providing the finest to our families. We will be fiscally
responsible to achieve our financial success.
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Certified Grief Therapy Dog

Lola Merkle

Lola may be the smallest member of our Merkle Staff, but her responsibilities are some of the
largest. Lola is a Cock-A-Poo, born June 9, 2008 and is a frequent fixture at any of the Merkle
Funeral Service locations. Lola completed Basic Obedience Training at Dundee K9 on October
23, 2009. She loves people and has shown keen instinct and ability to know when a person is
grieving and needs to be comforted. Sometimes just her close presence brings comfort, but
she also knows when she needs to be much closer to help and will usually find her way into
that person's lap, or next to them on the couch or chair.
Because of this ability, Lola has gone on to complete Canine Good Manners Class on
November 15, 2012. She completed Therapy Dogs International testing in May 2013 and has
obtained Therapy Dog Certification. This allows her to visit schools, nursing homes and
hospitals.
Merkle Funeral Service families often request to have Lola present at their Gathering and/or
Celebration of Life and she is very happy when she gets to officially "work".
When she is not working, she loves to spend her time with the Merkle children and her fellow
members of the Merkle Funeral Service Team.
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Memorable floral arrangements with a personal touch!
•
•
•
•

Anniversary.
Birthday.
Get Well.
Just Because.

•
•
•
•

Love & Romance.
New Baby.
Thank You.
Sympathy.

14567 South Dixie Highway, Monroe, Michigan 48161. | Phone: (734) 242-2121 | Web: floralexpressionsmonroe.com

Merkle Custom
Memorials
(734) 384-1038
14567 South Dixie Highway, Monroe, Michigan 48161.
297 Tecumseh Street, Tecumseh, Michigan 48131.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Granite Monuments.
Benches.
On-Site Lettering.
Bronze Memorials.
Plaques.
Mausoleums.
Columbariums.

Pre-Planning / Planning Ahead
“Age in place & remain independent in
your OWN home”
... Pre-need at its finest!

"Is this what they would have wanted?" is an all too common
question when families come to plan a funeral. Making your
wishes clear ahead of time can prove to be a great comfort to
loved ones.

What Is Pre-Planning?
Nash the
Newfie & Ana

Our Goal:
Allow loved ones to remain where they
are Healthiest, Happiest, & Wholesome Their Own Home!
We Provide:
*Bathing *Grooming *Walking *Medication
Reminders *Errands *Housekeeping *Meals
*Exercise *Companionship *Respite *ALL
Personal Care *Dementia/Alzheimer Care
*VA Benefits (Authorized VA Provider)
We are Available:
*Up to 24/7 Care Available

Offering Peace of Mind to YOUR Entire Family.
LOCAL COMPANY WITH LOCAL ROOTS
Veteran Owner: William Bruck
Call: 734-344-7331
www.visitingangels.com/monroemi
Offices in: Monroe; Adrian; Toledo; Bowling Green

“Providing Liberty & Dignity
Through Service”

Pre-planning is simply the process of drawing up plans for a
funeral before they are needed. It involves gathering a variety
of family information and making decisions about the type
of service you want (e.g. where the funeral itself should take
place and who might participate). Working together with our
funeral director or Advance Planning Specialist, you can plan,
organize and record all of your requests.
Our staff can lead you through the process, providing advice
and guidance along the way. They will ensure that you have
all the information you need about our products and services,
allowing you to make informed decisions.
You may choose to pay for the arrangements in advance,
or your plans can simply be held on file at the funeral home
to be carried out when they are needed and invoiced to
the estate or family at that time. Our team will explain your
options when you meet them.

Why Pre-Plan?
While everyone who makes the decision to pre-plan has their
own reasons for doing so, we are often told the greatest
motivator is the desire to protect their family by ensuring that
they won't face the difficult task of making arrangements at a
time of loss.
We advocate pre-planning because our experience has
shown us that not only is planning ahead virtually stress-free,
but people have the time and information they need to make
carefully considered, pressure-free decisions that are the right
choices for themselves and their families.

What About Pre-Payment?
For many people, funeral pre-planning has become an
extension of the estate planning process. It is simply one
more thing they choose to take care of as they plan for
retirement and the next stage in their lives.
Choosing to pre-fund funeral arrangements is another way
in which people can protect their families and it can mean
locking in the cost of the arrangements at current prices.

Should I Pre-Pay?
Each person's individual circumstances along with other
factors will influence this decision, but there are a number of
advantages to pre-payment that you should consider:

Will Bruck
Owner
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How To Pre-Plan Your Funeral

Guaranteed Services: Once you have fully funded your
pre-planned arrangements, we guarantee to deliver the
selected services and merchandise regardless of price
increases; this can help protect you and your family from
the effects of inflation on funeral costs over time.

There are many different ways to begin the planning
ahead conversation. You know your family and how they
might best respond to the topic. For some families, it
might be a casual conversation over dinner or family
gathering. For other families, a formal meeting might be
better suited.

There are however, related services such as newspaper
notices, for which we cannot guarantee because they
are not provided by us directly. Our team are skilled at
helping you to estimate these expenditures and to make
allowances for them in your funding arrangements.

Regardless of your approach, the conversation is much
easier to have when death is not imminent. Bringing up
the subject with loved ones earlier in life when they are
younger and most likely healthier, makes the topic easier
to discuss and keeps the focus on the celebration of life
rather than an impending loss.

Estate Planning: People often choose to pre-plan and prepay in the years leading up to their retirement. Typically
it is at this point in our lives that we are in our prime
earning years and have the most expendable income. For
many, this is the easiest time to potentially remove an
unpredictable future expense from their financial planning.

When you're ready to make a plan, call or send us an
email and we will have our Advance Planning Specialist
contact you to set up an appointment.

Budgeting: Our pre-planning program offers a payment
plan option that allows you to pay the cost of selected
services and merchandise over a period of time. See our
Pre-Payment Options section for details.

Here are some tips that may help you start the advance
planning conversation with your loved ones:
Set a time to have the conversation. Schedule it as an
appointment with your loved ones, whether you want
to share your plans with them or ask them to make their
plans to share with you.

Pre-Payment Options
Those who choose to pay for funeral arrangements in
advance generally have a choice with regards to how and
when they pay.

Tell your parent or loved one that you want to ensure their
final arrangements are done according to their wishes and
you need their help to make that happen.

An insurance plan is the ideal way to pay for pre-planned
arrangements. This is because of the flexibility and
protection it offers.

Ease into the conversation. Questions such as "Have you
ever thought about where you would like to be buried?"
or "What type of funeral would you like to have?" may
open the discussion to more details about your loved
one's wishes.

You have the choice of making a single full payment or
making regular partial payments over an agreed period
of time. In using an insurance plan, most people will have
full coverage right away even if they choose to pay over
several months or years. In other words, if death should
occur unexpectedly after only a few payments have been
made, the plans you made will be fully paid for by the
insurance company. (Immediate full coverage is subject
to a 2-year contestability period related to your medical
health).

Take advantage of funeral-related opportunities.
Attending the funeral of a friend, family member or
colleague can give you the opportunity to talk about
what you liked or didn't like about the service.
Tell your children or loved ones that because you care
for them so much, you don't want to burden them with
difficult decisions when you're gone. Tell them you've
made your own final arrangements and give them a
written record of what they are.

With full payment you are immediately eligible for our
locked-in service and merchandise guarantee, meaning
the services you have arranged are paid in full regardless
of any increase in our prices between the time of
arrangement and the time the funeral plan is carried out.

Make it a family affair. Schedule an appointment with
Merkle Funeral Service or cemetery provider and invite
your children along to participate in the selection of
services, funeral merchandise and cemetery property.

In today's world of easy travel and active retirees, our
insurance products also include the option of special
coverage to protect you and your family should a death
occur unexpectedly away from home. The necessary
care and transport of the deceased can be a significant
expense. We will be happy to explain to you how this
special policy covers you in such circumstances.

Whether you're sharing plans for your own final
arrangements with loved ones, or encouraging loved ones
to make and share their plans with you, the conversation
about planning ahead is an important one that every
family should have.
While no one wants to think about their death or the
death of a loved one any sooner than they must, having
the conversation in advance alleviates the need for
potentially more unpleasant or difficult conversations in
the future.

Our Advance Planning Specialist can tell you more
about how these options work and may be able to offer
you additional choices and benefits depending on the
arrangements you make.
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Funeral Arrangements
Whether you're planning for yourself or for a loved one, the
funeral service is one of the most important elements of a
person's final arrangements. With the opportunity for great
personalization, the funeral service can truly reflect the
uniqueness of the life it honors.
Regardless of whether you or your loved one have opted for
burial or cremation, the funeral or memorial service fills an
important role. It can:
•

Honor, recognize and celebrate the life of the deceased.

•

Allow friends and family to say their last goodbyes.

•

Provide closure after the loss of a loved one.

•

Allow friends to console the family of the loved one.

So what is a funeral? In general terms, a funeral is a gathering
of family and friends after the death of a loved one that
allows them the opportunity to mourn, support each other
and pay tribute to the life of the deceased. It often consists of
one or more of the following components:

Burial Plans
When considering final arrangements for yourself or a loved
one, one of the first decisions you might make is whether
you prefer burial or cremation. This decision often influences
other important considerations, such as elements of the
funeral service and type of cemetery property.

Funeral Service Options
A formal or informal ceremony or ritual prior to burial, a
funeral service often provides a sense of closure to family
and friends. Although your faith or culture may dictate some
elements of a funeral service, you may want to personalize
other elements of the service. At a funeral service, the casket
or urn is usually present and you may choose to have the
casket open or closed.

Visitation Or Viewings
Typically held the night before, or immediately prior to the
funeral service, the visitation - also called a viewing - provides
a way for friends and acquaintances to pay their respects and
offer condolences to your family.
As with the funeral service, you may want to decide if you
want an open or closed casket.

Memorial Service
At a memorial or celebration of life service, a casket or
urn is usually not present. Otherwise similar to a funeral or
visitation, a memorial service gives family and friends a time
to come together in your memory and celebrate your life.

What Is A Funeral Representative?
Many states allow for the designation of an individual to serve
as your funeral representative following death. This person
has the ability to make all funeral arrangements on behalf of
the decedent.
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Burial

There's no one, right way to plan a funeral service.
We believe that each funeral should be as unique and
memorable as the life it honors.

Most people are familiar with the concept of burial, or
"interment", but may not be aware of the variety of
options that are often available. Many cemeteries offer:

When planning your own funeral service in advance, think
about the way you want to be remembered. Perhaps
you'd like a traditional funeral aligned with certain
religious or ethnic customs. Or, a celebration focusing
on great memories made with family and friends may be
your preference. Maybe it's a combination of both. You
can have one service, or several, to honor your life.
Regardless of the service or services you choose to
include in your funeral plan, you can personalize them in
almost any way imaginable.
For example, consider the following questions:

•

Ground Burial: burial of the casket below ground.

•

Mausoleum: a large building that provides aboveground burial spaces, known as crypts, for
entombment.

•

Private Family Mausoleum: a small structure that
provides above-ground entombment of, on average,
two to twelve family members.

•

Private Family Estate: a small section of a cemetery,
usually bordered by gates, shrubbery or other
dividers, that allows for ground burial of several
members of the same family.

•

Where should the funeral or celebration be held?
At your place of worship? At the funeral home?

•

Who should officiate the service?

•

Will your service adhere to traditions of a faith or
culture?

•

Do you want a eulogy and who should deliver it?

•

Would you like an open or closed casket?

Many people overlook the importance of a cemetery
property for those who choose cremation, but permanent
placement of the cremains or "cremated remains" is an
important part of the final arrangements. Just consider:

•

What music should be played?

•

A permanent site gives loved ones a physical place for
visitation and reflection.

•

What readings would you like to have read?

•

•

Is there a special poem you'd like shared with the
guests?

•

Are there any special photographs or other
memorabilia you would like displayed?

The ceremony accompanying the placement of an
urn in a cremation niche or a cremation garden in a
cemetery provides family and friends with closure
after their loss.

•

When cremated remains of a loved one are kept
with relatives, they can easily become misplaced or
discarded through the years. A permanent placement
provides future generations with a location to visit.

•

Should the decor reflect a particular hobby or interest
of yours, such as fishing, gardening or music?

•

Should there be refreshments served or a more
elaborate party held after the service?

Cremation

Some common cemetery placement options for cremated
remains are:

Graveside Service

•

As its name implies, a graveside service may be held at
the grave site just prior to burial of a casket or urn and
usually consists of final remarks, prayers or memories. A
graveside service may occur before, after, or in place of a
traditional indoor service.

Columbarium: located within a mausoleum or chapel
constructed of numerous niches designed to hold
urns.

•

Cremation Garden: a dedicated section of a cemetery
designed for the burial, scattering or other permanent
placement of cremated remains.

•

Memorial Benches: benches that either simply
memorialize a loved one scattered or buried in a
cremation garden, or actually contain the remains
within.

Cemetery Property
In addition to funeral services and the choice of burial
or cremation, cemetery property - also called interment
rights - is another consideration when you're making final
arrangements, either for yourself in advance or for a loved
one.

Headstones
Cemeteries can offer many options for memorialization.
In order to preserve the natural appearance of the
landscape, some cemeteries feature headstones that lie
flat against the ground called 'markers'.

A common misconception that people often have when
they purchase the right of interment in a cemetery is that
they have purchased the land itself, when in fact what
they have really purchased is the right to be interred on or
in that particular piece of property.

Upright headstones, called 'monuments', offer another
choice for memorialization. Both options come in a
variety of sizes, shapes and even colors.
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Marian Place

Senior Independent Living with Services
You love your home, but the upkeep? Not so much. Maybe you’d rather be playing cards than pulling weeds. Searching for a good film
rather than trying to find a plumber? Or maybe cooking has lost its luster. When you’re ready to right-size your home into something
equally comfortable and private, but far less demanding and with more of a social life, consider our Independent Living apartments.
Marian Place offers the best in life-enriching community activities and togetherness while respecting individual privacy. Residents can
enjoy dining with friends, visiting with grandchildren, group outings or simply relaxing. Choose from a variety of floor plans and enjoy
amenities including:
• Beauty salon & barber shop services.
• Availability of on-site physicians, a nurse wellness program,
physical therapy, podiatry and home care.
• Single story apartments with features such as:
- Individual climate control.
- Wall-to-wall carpeting.
- Window treatments throughout.
- Kitchenettes.
- Complete maintenance services.
- Safety devices, including a smoke detection system and
lavatory safety bars.
- Air conditioning.
• Serene riverside setting with furnished veranda and lovely
garden.
• Fully enclosed walkways.
• Dedicated and caring staff with longevity.
• Located adjacent to St. Michael’s Church.
• Affiliated with St. Joseph Mercy Medical Center, Ann Arbor, MI.
• All inclusive senior living at a surprisingly affordable price.

• An elegant dining room with three chef-prepared meals daily.
• Utilities (except phone) including water, gas and electricity.
• Satellite television service.
• Emergency medical alert pendant.
• A full life-enrichment program based on resident interests
encompassing social and recreational activities.
• Comfortable gathering rooms for use at your leisure or for your
desired activities.
• Shared computer access.
• Free Wi-Fi internet access.
• Transportation to scheduled activities and events.
• Fun outings to great destinations such as Frankenmuth,
baseball games, apple orchards, casinos, sand sculpture and
holiday light displays.
• Weekly housekeeping services.
• Laundry facilities.
• Infused water and coffee station available all day.
• Fresh baked cookies served every afternoon.

For all of your senior living questions contact:
AmyJo Townsend, RN
734-241-2414 ext 2 or 734-344-9601
408 West Front St., Monroe, MI 48161
MarianPlace.org
11

Ryan Blanchett, CIC
123 W 1st St., Monroe
(734) 384-3785
rblanchett@fbinsmi.com

TO ACHIEVE FINANCIAL SECURITY, THERE ARE TWO HALVES TO CONSIDER:
TO ACHIEVE FINANCIAL SECURITY, THERE ARE TWO HALVES TO CONSIDER:
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(734) 242-1323

05-4015 © 2018 Northwestern
Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company (NM), Milwaukee, WI (life and disability insurance,
peterscharfenberg.nm.com
annuities, and life insurance with long-term care benefits) and its subsidiaries. Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, LLC (NMIS) (securities), a subsidiary of NM, brokerdealer, registered
investment adviser
member
FINRA
(www.finra.org)
and SIPC Mutual
(www.sipc.org).
Peter Company
W Scharfenberg
is an Insurance
of NM.insurance,
Peter W
05-4015
© 2018 Northwestern
Mutualand
is the
marketing
name
for The Northwestern
Life Insurance
(NM), Milwaukee,
WI (lifeAgent(s)
and disability
Scharfenberg
Representative
of Northwestern
Mutualand
Wealth
Management
Company®, Mutual
(NMWMC)
Milwaukee,
WI (fiduciary
and fee-based
financial
planning
services),
annuities,
and islifea insurance
with long-term
care benefits)
its subsidiaries.
Northwestern
Investment
Services,
LLC (NMIS)
(securities),
a subsidiary
of NM,
broker-a
subsidiary
of NM and
federal savings
bank.
NMWMCFINRA
products
and services and
are offered
only by properly
credentialed
Representatives
who operate
from agency
of
dealer,
registered
investment
adviser
andAllmember
(www.finra.org)
SIPC (www.sipc.org).
Peter
W Scharfenberg
is an Insurance
Agent(s)
of NM.offices
Peter W
NMWMC. Loyalty
based on NM client
data.
Scharfenberg
is a is
Representative
of Northwestern
Mutual Wealth Management Company®, (NMWMC) Milwaukee, WI (fiduciary and fee-based financial planning services), a
subsidiary of NM and federal savings bank. All NMWMC products and services are offered only by properly credentialed Representatives who operate from agency offices of
NMWMC. Loyalty is based on NM client data.

What To Do First: A Checklist
When a death occurs there are so many things to consider
and decisions to make. These lists can help you navigate
through them.

When A Death Occurs:
At Home: If the deceased was under hospice care, notify
the hospice nurse. The nurse will contact the funeral home
on your behalf. If the deceased was not under hospice or
another at-home medical care provider, call 911.
At a Hospital: Notify the hospital which funeral home you
have selected. The hospital will contact the funeral home
on your behalf once they have completed their necessary
documents.
At a Hospice Facility: Notify the hospice facility which funeral
home you have selected. The hospice staff will notify the
funeral home on your behalf.
At a Nursing/Long Term Care Facility: Notify the staff as to
which funeral home you have selected; they will notify the
funeral home on your behalf.
Out of State/Out of the Country: Even if a death occurs
away from home you should notify your local funeral home.
If you plan to have the deceased casketed and brought
home, or if you plan to have services in your hometown, your
local funeral home can help facilitate transportation and
coordination with a funeral home where the death occurred.

Contact These People As Soon As Possible
•

The funeral home to set an appointment to make further
arrangements.

•

Relatives and friends.

•

Personal Representative.

•

Cemetery where you want or own property.

•

Employers (the employer of the deceased and of relatives
who will need time off).

•

Insurance agencies (life, health and accident).

•

Religious, fraternal, civic and veteran's organizations and
unions (if applicable).

•

Lawyer and Accountant.

Secure Vital Statistics Of The Deceased
•

Full legal name - other names must be identified by "Also
Known As" (AKA).

•

Date and place of birth.

•

Social Security Number.

•

Home address.
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•

Father's name and birthplace.

If Cremation

•

Mother's name and birthplace, including maiden name.

•

•

Occupation and Industry.

Would you like to schedule a viewing or visitation
prior to the cremation?

•

Level of education reached.

•

Would you like to use our chapel for a short service
prior to the cremation?

Documents To Collect

•

These may be required to establish rights for insurance,
pensions, survivor benefits, ownership, etc.

Would you like your family to be present at the time
of cremation? (This is called a Witness Cremation).

•

What type of urn would you prefer (metal, wood,
marble, ceramic, biodegradable, etc.)?

•

What type of engraving would you like on the urn?

•

What type of final resting place would you prefer for
your loved one (ground burial, above ground niches,
or scattering or placement of cremated remains in a
cremation garden)?

•

Would you like other members of your family to be
with your loved one in the future? This determines the
size and type of the final resting place.

•

Will.

•

Military discharge papers (discharge certificate or
DD214).

•

Legal proof of age or birth certificate.

•

Marriage license.

•

Citizenship papers (if not a US Citizen).

•

Insurance policies.

•

Bank books.

•

Deeds.

Burial Of An Urn

•

Car ownership papers.

•

A burial urn or urn vault will be required for ground
burial in many cemeteries.

•

Income tax returns, receipts or canceled checks.

•

What type of memorial do you prefer (e.g. a bronze or
granite marker set flush with the ground, an upright
monument, or a cremation bench)?

Discuss With Funeral Home
•

Whether your loved one is to be buried or cremated.

•

Service details (e.g. would you like a visitation period,
a formal service, a reception?).

•

Clothing the deceased will be buried or cremated in.

•

If a member of the clergy will be engaged for the
service.

•

Pallbearers, music, pictures, flowers, scripture or
readings.

•

If you would like a charity to receive donations in
memory of your loved one.

•

The funeral director will ask if you have made any
arrangements with a cemetery. If you have not done
this, you may need to visit the cemetery.

Above Ground Niches
•

Would you like the niche to be inside a building or
outside?

•

Would you like the niche to be glass-fronted so that
you can display personal mementos?

TIP: Determine the measurements of the niche to ensure
the urn will fit properly.

Scattering
•

Would you like to be present for the scattering?

•

Would you like a permanent memorial to be placed in
or around the area where scattering took place?

If Casket Burial

You Will Need To Pay For

•

Would you like other members of the family to be
with your loved one in the future? This determines the
size and type of cemetery property needed.

•

Funeral arrangements, including clergy, florist,
newspapers, transportation, casket and/or urn and
other selected services and merchandise.

•

What type of memorial would you prefer (a marker
set flush with the ground, or an upright monument)?

•

Cemetery charges (e.g. lot, opening/closing of the lot,
vault or liner, selected headstone or other memorial).

•

If an in-ground liner or vault is required.

•

•

What type of presentation would you prefer for the
burial service, e.g. a tent canopy, chairs, mats leading
to the graveside etc.?

Current and urgent bills (i.e. mortgage, rent, taxes,
telephone, etc.).
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Tips For Writing An Obituary With The
Guidance Of Your Funeral Director
You may choose to have an obituary printed in the
newspaper and/or on the funeral home's website.
When you make arrangements at the funeral home, your
funeral director will be glad to assist you in composing the
obituary and will make arrangements with the newspaper for
you.
The following information is customarily included in an
obituary:
•

Full name of the deceased (nickname is often included).

•

City or town of residence.

•

Birth and passing dates.

•

List of immediate family members of the deceased,
specifying if they are alive or deceased.

•

Locations and times for the visitation, funeral or memorial
service and graveside service.

•

Any memorable way of honoring the deceased, as by
mentioning personal achievements, hobbies and interests,
military service, etc.

•

A favorite or special charitable organization for people to
donate to in memory of the deceased.

Transporting The Deceased To Another
State Or Country For Burial
If you require interstate or international transportation, please
advise the funeral home as soon as possible so that they can
begin making arrangements with the proper authorities.
Be advised that complying with requirements of other
jurisdictions takes time - in some cases a number of days or
even weeks.

About Cremation
Cremation is an alternative to burial or entombment; however,
it does not limit the funeral or memorialization options in
any way. Should you choose cremation, you will still have the
same memorial options as someone who has chosen casket
burial.

What Is Cremation?
Cremation is the process of reducing the body to bone
fragments by applying intense heat for a period of two to
three hours, after which the cremated remains are removed
from the cremation chamber. They are then processed
into finer fragments and placed into an urn or temporary
container. The cremated remains typically weigh between
three and six pounds.

Where And When Does Cremation Take
Place?
Cremations occur in a special furnace called a cremation
chamber or retort, commonly referred to as a crematory.
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Options For Cremated Remains:

Cremation can take place only after the cremation
authorization has been signed by the individual(s) legally
authorized to sign the document and once the cremation
permit has been issued by the Health Department or
Medical Examiner.

Burial: An urn containing the cremated remains may be
buried in an existing cemetery plot, or a new plot may be
purchased.
Inurnment: An urn containing the cremated remains may
be placed in a niche in an above-ground structure called a
columbarium. This could be located outside or inside.

Do We Need To Buy A Casket If We
Select Cremation?

Shipping: You may wish for the cremated remains to be
shipped to another state or country. The funeral home
may be able to assist you in obtaining any additional
documentation that may be required for shipment and, in
some cases, the funeral home can facilitate the shipment
of the urn.

The deceased must be placed into a rigid, combustible
container prior to cremation. There are many options for
cremation caskets and alternative containers available
to choose from, the most appropriate choice will be
determined based on personal preference and what type
of service you select.

Scattering and Cremation Gardens: Many of our
cemeteries have areas on the grounds designed for
scattering cremated remains called 'cremation gardens'.

Can We Place Personal Mementos In The
Casket Prior To Cremation?

If you elect to scatter elsewhere, it is important to
remember that once scattering has taken place, the
cremated remains are irretrievable. Properties that are
not dedicated for scattering may be bought and sold
over time, which could make it impossible to visit the
scattering site in the future.

Absolutely. Personal items may be placed in the casket
and cremated with your loved one. Keep in mind that
some items that are not easily combustible (batteries,
electronics, heavy plastics, etc.) must be removed prior to
cremation. In most cases, non-combustible items can be
placed in the urn after cremation is complete.

Keep in mind that scattering on public property may
offend some people and that there may be laws
prohibiting scattering in certain areas; be sure to obtain
authority before scattering cremated remains in a nondesignated scattering area.

All items left in the casket will be destroyed during the
cremation. Your funeral director can advise you on what
items may stay and what items must be removed.

Do We Need To Have A Funeral If We
Select Cremation?

Keeping: Some families prefer to have the urn at home.

Acknowledging Kindness

Many people are surprised to hear that selecting
cremation does not eliminate the possibility of having a
funeral service. The choice is entirely up to you and your
family.

In the month after a funeral, it is customary to send thank
you notes to friends and family who served as pallbearers,
made memorial donations, or sent flowers, food or other
condolence gifts.

While some families opt to have a service following the
completion of the cremation process, other families
choose to have a traditional viewing (with casket) and
funeral service before cremation takes place. Either option
is available to you and is completely up to your personal
preference.

For your convenience, you can order acknowledgment
cards through your funeral home. Although it may seem
difficult to come up with the appropriate words for these
thank you notes, remember that just a few lines are all
that is needed to show that you and the family appreciate
the kindness that has been shown.

Is Embalming Required?

Practical Information For Your Family

Embalming is not required by law, except under certain
circumstances. If you prefer an open casket with visitation
prior to the service, embalming may be required.

In addition to pre-planning your funeral, completing a
Personal Information Form and giving a copy to your
Personal or Funeral Representative, spouse and children
will give you peace of mind knowing that they will have all
the information they need to properly handle your wishes
and the details of your estate.

What Is An Urn?
An urn is a container designed to hold cremated remains.
An urn may be constructed from a variety of materials
such as wood, bronze, porcelain, or even glass.

TIP: Don't put this form in your safety deposit box as
these are often difficult to access immediately following a
death.

We have a large selection of urns available designed to
reflect the lifestyle and personality of an individual. Urns
may be personalized by engraving and also come in a
variety of sizes, which allows for more than one member
of the family to have a portion of the cremated remains.
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Losing a loved one can be overwhelming and emotionally draining.
In the wake of such a loss, money may be the last thing on your mind when making
arrangements and picking up the pieces. But the truth is that you may find yourself
having to make important financial decisions during this inherently difficult period.
Whether you and your family need help planning before or after the loss of a loved one,
we are here for you.
Peter R. Walker
Branch Manager

Kimberli D. Slaughter
Registered Principal

Ronald Evans
Financial Advisor

Donald P. Steve
Financial Advisor

1090 N. Monroe St. Monroe, MI 48162
800-538-2104 ∙ 734-242-2552 ∙ Fax:734-242-8812
ronald.evans@raymondjames.com | www.raymondjames.com/pwalker
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Investment Advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
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Legal Issues
Wills, probate, joint property, estate taxes, selecting estate
trustees/attorneys for property, personal care and other
issues may appear somewhat intimidating at first.
Fortunately, with a little guidance and preparation, dealing
with such matters does not have to be so overwhelming.
Planning ahead and revising your plan often will help avoid
unnecessary grief and confusion in the end. 'Estate Planning'
includes all of the following issues and documents.

Administration Of A Will
A Will is an instrument by which a person (the "testator")
makes a disposition of his/her property, to be performed or
take effect after his or her death.
A well-drafted Will may provide for the welfare of the
testator's family, distribute the testator's assets in accordance
with his/her wishes and secure the efficient management of
the testator's property.
Handwritten Wills ("holographic Wills") can be made by
a testator without the services of a lawyer, but problems
can arise if not done properly and/or in accordance with
applicable legislation.
A properly drafted Will can be a simple, inexpensive way to
address many estate-related matters and can make matters
run much smoother upon death.
While there are many benefits to having a Will in place, there
are some things that may not be accomplished in a Will. It
is important to keep in mind that some items may not flow
through your estate and thus may not be distributed in
accordance with your Will.
During the estate planning process, it is important to
speak with a lawyer experienced in such matters and
knowledgeable of your unique situation.
A well-designed estate can help minimize probate costs,
estate taxes and can alert you to any potential statutory
claims, that may impact your ability to deal with your assets
as intended.
A lawyer can discuss any potential claims that a "dependant"
may have under Law, and/or with respect to any potential
claims or entitlements. An awareness of such responsibilities
and rights can help prevent unintended consequences or
surprises upon death.
In addition to certain statutory claims, there are other legal
limitations that must be considered when drafting a Will.
Documents such as a marriage or cohabitation agreement,
a separation agreement, or a shareholder's agreement (with
buy/sell provisions, or option agreements) may also affect
your Will plan, and thus it is important that such information
be shared with your representative(s) when designing an
estate plan.
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In addition to determining how your estate will be
distributed, a lawyer can speak to you about choosing
a Personal Representative (Executor), and the
considerations involved in selecting an appropriate person
(or professional) to administer your estate.

Similarly, in a power of attorney for healthcare, the
authority granted to an Agent is the authority to make,
on his or her behalf, decisions concerning the grantor's
personal care, such as healthcare, shelter, nutrition,
clothing, hygiene and safety.

The potential responsibility and work involved in being
a Personal Representative (Executor) can be significant,
and thus appointing someone with the financial acumen
and willingness to take on this responsibility is a must.

While you can appoint more than one attorney, it is
important to decide whether they are to act "jointly" or
"jointly and severally". Depending upon where your Agent
resides, such a distinction may have significant practical
considerations.

Often times, people assume they must appoint a
relative or child to act as a Personal Representative
(Executor) because it would be "an honor". While it
may be considered "an honor" for some, the primary
considerations should be choosing someone with
the patience, ability and willingness to carry out this
responsibility.

Information Gathering
Upon death, one of the first things to do is to gather as
much information as possible. It is important to look for
and gather any Wills, deeds, financial documents, notes
and insurance policies, etc., that the deceased may have.
As a starting point, the testator should consult the
testator's lawyer as sometimes original Wills have been
kept at the lawyer's office.

Powers Of Attorney
A power of attorney is an instrument by which a person
(principal) authorizes another person (the "Agent") to
act on his or her behalf. It is quite common for people to
execute a power of attorney for healthcare and a power
of attorney for property and finance at the same time of
drafting a Will.

Upon death, you may want to ask the lawyer to provide
notarized copies of the deceased's Will.
Before estate matters can be pursued (i.e. transferring a
house or automobile, other legal matters), a copy of the
death certificate is also required.

In a power of attorney for property and finance, the
authority granted to an Agent may be general in
nature and thus may authorize the Agent, to act on the
grantor's behalf in conducting his or her financial affairs.
Alternatively, the power of attorney may be quite narrow,
authorizing the attorney to perform specific acts, such as
the sale of specific assets (house, car etc.), the conduct of
banking, or the transfer of securities.

Please speak to the funeral home about obtaining
certified copies of the death certificate (as some agencies
will not accept photocopies).
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Probate
Common questions from a newly entrusted/appointed
Personal Representative are "What is probate?" - "Why do we
need it?" - "Do we have to probate?".
Probate is a rather formal procedure, establishing the validity
of the Will and is the official "proving" of the Will.
Fortunately, not all Wills need to go through probate;
such a determination will be dependent upon a testator's
unique situation. Probate asks for the court's involvement.
The process can have a large range of both cost and time
required to complete, depending on the complexity of assets,
debts and disputes.
Whether to spend your time and effort planning to avoid
probate may or may not be an appropriate goal; depending
on the size and complexity of your estate. Even if avoiding
probate isn't necessary, putting a plan in place for the
care of children and distribution of assets, is important to
prevent disputes among family and to provide for loved
ones. Regardless, the more information you share with your
attorney and your personal representative, the more likely
you are to have an estate plan that best fits your needs.
This guide is not intended to be a substitute for specific
individual tax, legal, or estate settlement advice, as certain of
the described considerations will not be the same for every
estate. Accordingly, where specific advice is necessary or
appropriate, consultation with a competent professional is
strongly recommended.

Question #1 What Is Probate?
Probate is a legal process where your named Personal
Representative goes before a court and does several things:
•

Identifies all property owned by the deceased.

•

Appraises the property and pays all debts and taxes.

•

Proves that the Will is valid and legal and distributes the
property to the heirs as the Will instructs.

Typically, probate involves paperwork and court appearances
by lawyers. The lawyers and court fees are paid from estate
property, which would otherwise go to the people who inherit
the deceased person's property.
Probate usually works like this: After your death, the person
you named in your Will as Personal Representative or, if you
die without a Will, the person appointed by a judge, files
papers in the local probate court.
The executor proves the validity of your Will and presents
the court with lists of your property, your debts and who is
to inherit what you've left. Then relatives and creditors are
officially notified of your death.
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Question #2 Why Is Probate Necessary?

Question #5 Who Is Responsible For
Handling Probate?

The primary function of probate is transferring title of the
descendant's property to their heirs and/or beneficiaries.
If there is no property to transfer, there is usually no need
for probate. Another function of probate is to provide
for the collection of any taxes due by reason of the
deceased's death or on the transfer of their property.

In most circumstances, the executor named in the Will
takes this job. If there isn't any Will, or the Will fails to
name an executor, the probate court names someone
(called an administrator) to handle the process - most
often the closest capable relative, or the person who
inherits the bulk of the deceased person's assets.

The probate process also provides a mechanism for
payment of outstanding debts, taxes of the estate,
for setting a deadline for creditors to file claims (thus
foreclosing any old or unpaid creditors from haunting
heirs or beneficiaries) and for the distribution of the
remainder of the estate's property to ones' rightful heirs.

If no formal probate proceeding is necessary, the court
does not appoint an estate administrator. Instead, a
close relative or friend serves as an informal estate
representative. Normally, families and friends choose this
person, it is not uncommon for several people to share
the responsibilities of paying debts, filing a final income
tax return and distributing property to the people who
are supposed to get it.

Question #3 How Long Does Probate
Take?
The duration varies with the size and complexity of the
estate, the difficulty in locating any beneficiaries of the
Will, if there is one and under the law.

Question #6 Should I Plan To Avoid
Probate?

If there is a Will contest, or anyone objects to any actions
of the Personal Representative, the process can take a
long time. Some matters have taken decades to resolve.

Probate can be costly and time-consuming, but
sometimes strategies to avoid probate can be even more
costly or have other downsides. Sometimes probate is the
most efficient option. The answer varies depending on
which state you live in, what assets you have and where
you would like those assets to go upon your death.

Question #4 What Is The Probate Process
Of An Uncontested Will?
Typically the person named as the deceased's Personal
Representative (a more formal term is "Executor" or
"Executrix") goes to an attorney experienced in probate
matters, who then prepares a "Petition" for the court and
takes it, along with the Will and files it with the probate
court.

One option to avoid probate is to transfer all of your
assets into a revocable living trust, of which you are the
trustee, which contains many of the same directions
and guidelines as a Will. There are many benefits and
drawbacks to doing so, so seek guidance from an
experienced estate planning attorney regarding your
specific situation.

The lawyer for the person seeking to have the Will
admitted to probate typically must notify all those who
would have legally been entitled to receive property from
the deceased. If the deceased died without a Will, plus all
those named in the Will and give them an opportunity to
file an objection to admitting the Will to probate.

One instance where the benefits often outweigh the
drawbacks is if you own real estate in more than one
state. Typically, an estate will need to go through probate
in each state in which you own real property, so expenses
can add up quickly.
Another instance where a trust may be of help is if you
are elderly or disabled and want a better mechanism than
power of attorney for someone to manage your assets for
yourself or your family.

A hearing on the probate petition is typically scheduled
several weeks to months after the matter is filed.
Depending on who the named beneficiaries are, how
long before the death the Will was signed, whether the
Will was prepared by an attorney, who supervised the
"execution" of the Will, and/or whether the Will was
executed with certain affidavits, it may be necessary
to bring in the persons who witnessed the deceased's
signature on the Will.
If no objections are received and everything seems in
order, the court approves the petition, appoints the
Personal Representative, orders that taxes and creditors
be paid and requires the Personal Representative to
file reports with the court, to assure all the deceased's
property is accounted for and distributed in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the Will.
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What Is Grief?
"Grief is reaching out for someone who's always been there,
only to find when you need them the most, one last time,
they're gone".
The death of a loved one is life's most painful event. People's
reactions to death remains one of society's least understood
and most off-limits topics for discussion. Often grievers are left
totally alone in dealing with their pain, loneliness and isolation.
Grief is a natural emotion that follows death. It hurts. Sadness,
denial, guilt, physical discomfort and sleeplessness are some
of the symptoms of grief. It is like an open wound that must
heal. At times it seems as if this healing will never happen.
While some of life's spontaneity begins to return, it never
seems to get back to the way it was. It is still incomplete. We
know, however, that these feelings of being incomplete can
disappear.
Healing is a process of allowing ourselves to feel, experience
and accept the pain. In other words, we give ourselves
permission to heal. Allowing ourselves to accept these feelings
is the beginning of that process. The healing process can take
much less time than we have been led to believe. There are
two missing parts. One is a safe, loving, professionally guided
atmosphere in which to express our feelings; the other is
knowing how and what to communicate.

The Grieving Process
When we experience a major loss, grief is the normal and
natural way our mind and body react. Everyone grieves
differently, but at the same time there are common patterns
people tend to share.
For example, someone experiencing grief usually moves
through a series of emotional stages, such as shock,
numbness, guilt, anger and denial. Physical responses are
typical also, they can include: sleeplessness, inability to eat or
concentrate, lack of energy and lack of interest in activities
previously enjoyed.
Time always plays an important role in the grieving process.
As the days, weeks and months go by, the person who is
experiencing loss moves through emotional and physical
reactions that lead toward acceptance, healing and getting on
with life as fully as possible.
Sometimes a person can become overwhelmed or bogged
down in the grieving process. Serious losses are never easy
to deal with, but someone who is having trouble beginning to
actively re-engage in life after a few months, should consider
getting professional help.
For example, if continual depression or physical symptoms
such as loss of appetite, inability to sleep, or chronic lack of
energy persists, it is probably time to see a doctor.

Allow Yourself To Mourn
Someone you love has died. You are now faced with the
difficult, but important, need to mourn. Mourning is the open
expression of your thoughts and feelings regarding the death
and the person who has died. It is an essential part of healing.
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Allow For Numbness

You are beginning a journey that is often frightening,
painful, overwhelming and sometimes lonely. This section
provides practical suggestions to help you move toward
healing in your personal grief experience.

Feeling dazed or numb when someone loved dies is often
part of your early grief experience. This numbness serves
a valuable purpose: it gives your emotions time to catch
up with what your mind has told you. This feeling helps
create insulation from the reality of the death until you are
more able to tolerate what you don't want to believe.

Realize Your Grief Is Unique
Your grief is unique. No one will grieve in exactly the same
way. Your experience will be influenced by a variety of
factors: the relationship you had with the person who
died, the circumstances surrounding the death, your
emotional support system and your cultural and religious
background.

Be Tolerant Of Your Physical And
Emotional Limits
Your feelings of loss and sadness will probably leave you
fatigued. Your ability to think clearly and make decisions
may be impaired and your low energy levels may naturally
slow you down. Respect what your body is telling you.
Nurture yourself. Get daily rest. Eat balanced meals.
Lighten your schedule as much as you can. Caring for
yourself doesn't mean feeling sorry for yourself; it means
using your survival skills.

As a result of these factors, you will grieve in your own
special way. Don't try to compare your experience with
that of other people or to adopt assumptions about just
how long your grief should last. Consider taking a "oneday-at-a-time" approach that allows you to grieve at your
own pace.

Talk About Your Grief

Develop A Support System

Express your grief openly. By sharing your grief outside
yourself, healing occurs. Ignoring your grief won't make
it go away; talking often makes you feel better. Allow
yourself to speak from your heart, not just your head.

Reaching out to others and accepting support is often
difficult, particularly when you hurt so much. But the most
compassionate self-action you can do during this difficult
time is to find a support system of caring friends and
relatives who will provide the understanding you need.
Find those people who encourage you to be yourself and
acknowledge your feelings - both happy and sad.

Doing so doesn't mean you are losing control or going
"crazy". It is a normal part of your grief journey. Find
caring friends and relatives who will listen without
judging. Seek out those persons who will walk "with" not
"in front of" or "behind" you in your journey through grief.

Make Use Of Ritual

Avoid people who are critical or try to steal your grief
from you. They may tell you, "keep your chin up" or "carry
on" or "be happy". While these comments may be well
intended, you do not have to accept them. You have a
right to express your grief; no one has the right to take it
away.

The funeral ritual does more than acknowledge the death
of someone loved. It helps provide the support of caring
people.
Most importantly, the funeral is a way to express your
grief outside yourself. If you eliminate this ritual, you often
set yourself up to repress your feelings, cheat everyone
who cares a chance to pay tribute to someone who was
and always will be, loved.

Expect To Feel A Multitude Of Emotions
Experiencing a loss affects your head, heart and spirit. So
you may experience a variety of emotions as part of your
grief.

Embrace Your Spirituality
If faith is part of your life, express it in ways that seem
appropriate to you. Allow yourself to be around people
who understand and support your religious beliefs.

Confusion, disorganization, fear, guilt, relief, or explosive
emotions are just a few of the emotions you may feel.
Sometimes these emotions will follow each other within a
short period of time, or they may occur simultaneously.

If you are angry with God because of the death of
someone you loved, recognize this feeling as a normal
part of your grieving process. Find someone to talk with
who won't be critical of whatever thoughts and feelings
you need to explore.

As strange as some of these emotions may seem, they
are normal and healthy. Allow yourself to learn from
these feelings. Don't be surprised if out of nowhere you
suddenly experience surges of grief, even at the most
unexpected times.

You may hear someone say, "With faith, you don't need to
grieve". Don't believe it. Having your personal faith does
not insulate you from needing to talk out and explore
your thoughts and feelings. To deny your grief is to invite
problems that build up inside you. Express your faith, but
express your grief as well.

These grief attacks can be frightening and leave you
feeling overwhelmed. They are, however, a natural
response to the death of someone loved. Find someone
who understands your feelings and will allow you to talk
about them.
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Allow A Search For Meaning
You may find yourself asking, "Why did he die?" "Why this
way?" "Why now?". This search for meaning is another normal
part of the healing process. Some questions have answers,
some do not. Actually, the healing occurs in the opportunity
to pose the questions, not necessarily in answering them.
Find a supportive friend who will listen responsively as you
search for meaning.

Treasure Your Memories
Memories are one of the best legacies that exist after
someone dies. Treasure them. Share them with your family
and friends. Recognize that your memories may make you
laugh or cry. In either case, they are a lasting part of the
relationship that you had with a very special person in your
life.

Move Toward Your Grief And Heal
The capacity to love requires the necessity to grieve when
someone you love dies. You can't heal unless you openly
express your grief. Denying your grief will only make it
become more confusing and overwhelming. Reconciling
your grief will not happen quickly. Remember that grief is a
process, not an event.
Be patient and tolerant with yourself. Never forget that the
death of a loved one changes your life forever. It's not that
you won't be happy again, it's simply that you will never be
exactly the same as you were before the death.

Accepting A Loss
For each of us - rich or poor, young or old - there are times
in our lives when we must face and deal with personal losses
along with the pain and sorrow they cause. Examples that
come easily to mind are the death of a parent, spouse, child,
or other close family member or friend. Many other events
and transitions also bring with them sadness and a need to
grieve:
•

Being told you have a serious, possibly terminal illness.

•

Having to give up interests and activities that have been a
major part of your life.

•

Seeing serious decline in the mental or physical health of
someone you love.

•

Retiring from a career or voluntary activity that has
helped shape who you are and what you stand for.

•

Losing a significant part of your independence and
mobility; even giving up driving can be a significant loss
for many people.

•

Moving out of your home.

•

Saying goodbye to a favorite pet.

Losses such as these are simply part of life. Like their
counterparts among the joyful occasions in our lifetime - the
birth of a child or grandchild, a celebration of marriage, an
enduring friendship - they are part of what it means to share
in the human experience. The emotions they create in us are
part of living, as well.
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Serving Southeast MI and NW Ohio since 1993 by putting my client's needs FIRST.
Whether I am working with buyers or sellers, I strive to perform my duties with
professionalism and compassion. I rely on word of mouth referrals, rather than fancy
advertising or gimmicks. Please let me put my experience to work for YOU, and know
that I will treat you as I would want my family treated.

Manny Evola, Danberry Realtors
7012 Lewis Ave., Temperance, MI 48182
419-283-7505 | mannyevola@gmail.com
www.mannyevola.danberry.com
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Helping A Friend Or Neighbor
Cope With Loss
Before The Funeral
1.

Offer to notify his/her family and friends about funeral
arrangements.

2.

House-sit to prevent burglaries during the funeral and
visitations.

3.

Help answer phones and greet visitors.

4.

Keep a record of everyone who calls, visits or has been
contacted.

5.

Help coordinate the food and drink supply.

6.

Offer to pick up friends and family at the airport and to
arrange accommodations.

7.

Offer to provide transportation for out-of-town visitors.

8.

Help keep the house clean and the dishes washed.

After The Funeral
1.

Prepare or provide dinner on a day that is mutually
acceptable.

2.

Do Step 1. every week for two to three months.

3.

Offer to help with the garden such as watering, mowing
or pruning.

4.

Feed and exercise the pets, if any.

5.

Write notes offering encouragement and support.

6.

Offer to drive or accompany him/her to the cemetery
regularly.

7.

Offer to house-sit so he/she can get away or visit family
out of town.

8.

Make a weekly run to the supermarket, laundry, or
cleaners.

9.

Help with the Thank You notes and/or other
correspondence.

10. Anticipate difficult periods such as anniversaries,
birthdays, holidays and the day of death.
11. Always mention the deceased by name and encourage
reminiscing.
Above all, just listening and your concern and presence will
help.
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Bereavement & Support Services
General Information On Grief
Bible Study: A Non-Denominational Study of God's Word.
All are welcome to attend our weekly event every Tuesday
at 8:00am at Merkle Funeral Service, 2442 North Monroe
Street, Monroe. No RSVP necessary.

Be Remembered Workshop: All are welcome to learn
to navigate a FREE online program that anyone can use
to tell the story of their life. It's safe, easy to browse and
most of all, fun! Light meal will be provided. All of our
upcoming events are posted on our website at Merklefs.
com. Please RSVP by email: jredden@merklefs.com or by
phone: (734) 241-7070. Space is Limited.

Grief Support Group: An adult support group who share
and encourage others that are grieving. All are welcome
who have lost a loved one on the last Thursday of each
month at 6:30pm at Merkle's Outreach Centre, 14567 South
Dixie Highway, Monroe. Please RSVP by email: Outreach@
merklefs.com or by phone: (734) 241-7070.

Annual Memorial & Open House Celebration: All are
welcome to Merkle's Outreach Centre, 14567 South Dixie
Highway, Monroe on the first Sunday in December from
1:00pm until 4:00pm to come together as a community
to Honor and Celebrate the lives of our loved ones. Enjoy
light appetizers and local musical artists prior to the
Memorial Service. No RSVP necessary.

Ladies Luncheon: All ladies are welcome to mingle, share
stories, hear guest speakers and enjoy a light lunch on
the third Wednesday bi-monthly throughout the year.
All upcoming dates are posted on our website at 		
Merklefs.com. Please RSVP by email: Outreach@merklefs.
com or by phone: (734) 241-7070.

Personalized family support group referrals upon
Request at Outreach@merklefs.com or by phone

Men's Coffee: An all men's group who come together to
enjoy coffee, a light breakfast and conversation on the first
Wednesday of every month at 8:00am at Merkle Funeral
Service, 2442 North Monroe Street, Monroe. No RSVP
necessary.

(734) 241-7070.
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Important Notes
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MERKLE FUNERAL SERVICE, NORTH MONROE.
2442 NORTH MONROE STREET, MONROE, MICHIGAN 48162.
PHONE: (734) 384-5185
MERKLE FUNERAL SERVICE, ERIE.
9156 SUMMIT STREET, ERIE, MICHIGAN 48133.
PHONE: (734) 848-5185
MERKLE FUNERAL SERVICE, SOUTH MONROE.
14567 SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY, MONROE, MICHIGAN 48161.
PHONE: (734) 241-7070
MERKLE FUNERAL SERVICE, DUNDEE
297 TECUMSEH STREET, DUNDEE, MICHIGAN 48131.
PHONE: (734) 529-3156
WEBSITE: WWW.MERKLEFS.COM

